October 15, 2013

Dear Representative,

We write you to express our strong opposition to Chairman Goodlatte’s Agricultural
Guestworker Act, H.R. 1773. Chairman Goodlatte’s “Ag Act” is a one-sided and harsh bill that
would devastate our nation’s agricultural system and undermine core American values.

The Agricultural Guestworker Act is the worst guestworker program authored in decades and
includes fewer protections than the notoriously abusive Bracero program. It would allow
employers to bring as many as 500,000 new agricultural workers every year, not only for
seasonal jobs, but also for year-round agricultural work and for the food processing industry.
The guestworker program offers almost no protections for U.S. workers against competition
from foreign workers and would result in job loss for hundreds of thousands of U.S. citizens and
lawful permanent residents. The bill strips away decades of worker protections and leaves
vulnerable guestworkers with virtually no protection from abusive conditions. A key failure of
the bill is its omission of a solution for the majority undocumented agricultural workforce.
Instead, undocumented farmworkers would be required to self-deport with only the possibility of
return as a temporary guestworker, with no opportunity to remain with their families or to
become a member of the society they help to feed.

Chairman Goodlatte’s agricultural guestworker bill stands in stark contrast to the carefully-
negotiated, balanced agricultural stakeholder agreement reached by the United Farm Workers
and the Agriculture Workforce Coalition with the support of a bipartisan group of Senators. The
hard-fought stakeholder agreement represents a win for agricultural employers, for farmworkers
and for our national interest in a secure, safe food supply and should be respected.

We strongly oppose Chairman Goodlatte’s HR 1773 as an unworkable, anti-immigrant and anti-
worker approach to our nation’s immigration problems. Relegating hard-working farmworkers
to a permanent 2™ class status apart from their families is contrary to our nation’s core values of
freedom, equality and family unity. Immigration reform must be worthy of our nation and
should include a roadmap to citizenship for the 11 million undocumented immigrants in this
country, including farmworkers and their families. The agricultural stakeholder agreement
includes difficult concessions, but is a realistic and workable compromise that values the
contributions of farmworkers and ensures an adequate labor force for future labor needs.
Farmworkers already made major concessions to reach an agreement that would address
employers’ demands for less regulation, quicker processes and lower labor costs and should not
be asked to make more.

Sincerely,
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